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very serious. Bubonic plague, which is generally admitted to have 
existed sporadically for months in various cities and towns in northern 
Chile, broke out some weeks ago in epidemic form in Pisagua and has 
practically depopulated that town, such of the inhabitants as were not 
victims leaving for fear of being attacked. Pisagua has direct train 
connection Avith Iquique. 

During the last few days plague has been declared to exist at Mol- 
lendo, in Peru, and at Copiapo, in Chile, though its existence in Copi- 
apo was almost immediately denied. This morning it was declared to 
have broken out at Chanaral. The American vice-consul at Iquique, 
to whom I telegraphed regarding the sanitary conditions there, has 
just replied that there is good reason to believe that the suspected 
cases there are actually plague. 

All along the coast smallpox is also uncommonly prevalent. In 
Valparaiso an unusual number of cases exist and many deaths have 
occurred. 

CHINA. 

Report from Shanghai — Mortality from commun icahle diseases — Small- 
pox — Cholera in Tientsin. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Kansom reports, March 16, as follows: 

During the week ended March 11, 1905, no bills of health were issued 
at this station. There were, however, disinfected the effects of 12 
Asiatics intending to ship as part of the crew of the steamship Foreric, 
bound to Tacoma. 

The report of the municipal health officer shows for the period 
named among foreigners, smallpox 2 new cases, enteric fever and 
diphtheria each 1 new case; among natives, smallpox 3 deaths, diph- 
theria 6 deaths, and tuberculosis 34 deaths. The total reported mor- 
tality 7 was 6 foreigners and 154 natives. 

There have been reported from Tientsin 3 cases of smallpox with 1 
death, but a later report states that the diagnosis was incorrect. There 
was also reported from the same port 1 case and 1 death from cholera. 

COSTA RICA. 

Report from Limon, fruit port — Completion of new hospital." 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Goodman reports as follows: Week ended 
April 15, 1905. Estimated population, 4,000; number of deaths, 9; 
prevailing diseases, malarial fever and tuberculosis. 

Genera] sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, good. 

In addition to the sanitary improvements noted in last week's report, 
I have to mention the completion of the new hospital, one-half mile 
north of the town and beautifully situated on the seashore. It is to 
take the place of the three smaller hospitals formerly in the heart of 
the town, though so far the patients of only one of these buildings 
have been transferred. 

a In Public Health Reports lor week ended April 21, page 716, ' ' ncreased morbidity and mortality ' ' 
should be "decreased morbidity and mortality." 



